
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 
Minutes of Meeting January 28, 2020 

 
 
Members Present: Hope Davenport (Chair), Yuki Lauber, Paula Fogt, Michael Bolek, Mary Blake, Rick Volk, Michael 
Truax, Amy Wissel  
 
Members Absent: Lisa Brown, Casey Mitchell, Helena Osubor, Warren Smith 
	
Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 
Guest: Michael Brunner – Parish Life & Stewardship Commission 
 

I. Gather: 7:03 PM 
A. Opening Prayer – Michael Bolek 

i. Michael asked those present to pray for his family. 
B. Ice Breaker: If you were a kitchen appliance what would you be and why? 

i. Members shared their thoughts on various kitchen appliances. 
 

II. New signature parish event 20/21 – Michael Brunner 
A. A big post Christmas event to extend the Christmas feeling beyond Christmas Day and into the new year.  
B. All quadrants of the parish need to be involved with commission and council members working together to 

create a fun, magical, and spiritual event.  
C. Needs to be a new event. 
D. Possibly a potluck dinner with singing and trivia. 

i. Trivia could be played during dinner with tables having to answer trivia questions in order to be 
able to go up and get dinner. 

E. Outreach  
i. Invite people from outside of the parish to be our guests. 
ii. One idea is to invite people from Serve City & Family Promise and serve them dinner. 

F. Worship 
i. After dinner everyone would be invited to walk up to church. 
ii. Spend 45 minutes singing together in church to continue the feeling of Christmas. 

G. Evangelize 
i. Invite family and friends who do not normally attend Mass or activities at the parish.  

H. Possible date is Saturday night, January 9, 2021 after 4:30pm Mass. 
i. Dinner from 6:00 – 7:30pm and then walk up to church. 

I. Something to get everyone excited after Christmas Day. 
J. Just throwing out ideas at this time. 

 
III. Business 

A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from November 26, 2019. 
i. Minutes approved with no changes. 
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes. 

B. Pastoral Council Meeting  
i. Mary Ella submitted a written summary to the WSC members. 

 
C. Pastoral Associate Report – Mary Ella 

i. Wedding Anniversary Blessings 
1. Expand anniversary blessings to include anniversaries that occur every 5 years 

(25,30,35,40,45, etc.) 
2. Sick list is now on the bulletin board on the right side as you enter church. 
3. The list will still also be in the bulletin for now.  

ii. Red Booklets 
1. Looking for what should be in the new replacement red books in the pews. 

a. A new Mass setting could be added. 
b. Additional devotional prayers. 

 
D. Holy Thursday Foot Washing Update 

i. Fr. Riehle discussed his views on the Holy Thursday foot washing during Mass. 



ii. Fr. Riehle pointed out that it is optional and that there is nothing in the rite about everyone washing 
each other’s feet. Only in the last 100 years has there even been the washing of twelve people’s 
feet. 

iii. Holy Thursday Mass is about the Eucharist and the priesthood. 
iv. Changes for this year on Holy Thursday 

1. Twelve chairs will be setup and Fr. Riehle will wash the feet of twelve people. Those twelve 
will then move the chairs and the foot washing will continue as it has in the past.  

2. There will not be a dinner before Mass. Fr. Riehle thinks it seems strange having a 
celebratory dinner before the Holy Thursday Mass. He would prefer to have a dinner after 
Easter. The original idea was to have it the week after Easter, but St. Max is hosting Family 
Promise that week so that will not be possible this year.  

E. Early Childhood RFY before 8 & 10am Mass 
i. A meeting was held to discuss changes. 
ii. Overwhelming opinion was to make no changes at this time. 

F. EMHC to the homebound to be dismissed after Mass. 
i. Work is being done on the procedure. 
ii. After the Prayer After Communion the EMHCs taking communion to the homebound will be asked 

to come forward for dismissal from Mass. 
 

IV. Book Study Discussion 
A. Review & Discussion of preface and part 3 of Searching for and Maintaining Peace pages 83-110 

i. Mary likes the section on humility and peace. If we work harder, we can have peace. 
ii. Mary Ella talked about so much noise in her life and the need to maintain quiet on the inside. We 

are not going to find peace if not giving God everything. 
iii. Hope talked about a disturbance of peace in her life by being passed over for a promotion at work. 

She said Lord this is good for me by teaching me humility and then she was okay with it and found 
peace. 

iv. Paula likes the section on page 93 that talks about Martha and Mary and the whole idea of 
priorities in your life. What comes first in your life? Where your heart is, that is where your treasure 
will be. 

v. The idea of surrendering to God, but still wanting to hold the steering wheel and feeling like we are 
driving in the ditch. 

vi. Patience in dealing with difficult situations. We need to step back and let God do His will. 
 

V. Ministry Leaders Luncheon 
A. Mary Ella passed out the Maps that were turned in at the luncheon. 
B. Seemed like fewer people in attendance this year. 
C. Ministry leaders seem comfortable filling out the Maps. 
D. A need for more sacristans. 
E. 54 confirmations this past fall and 37 are preparing for spring confirmation. 
F. Seemed to be an increase in lector no shows during the fall. People are not making sub requests. 
G. Adoration Team will be presenting “Worship Wisdom” on February 12th to help people in understanding 

Adoration and what to do during Adoration.  
H. RCIA has a wide range of ages and backgrounds in the program. 
I. Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

i. 8:00am Mass – three weekends per month. 
ii. 10:00am Mass - four weekends per month. 

J. Need for more people to help in all ministries. 
 

VI. Evaluations  
A. Advent 

i. Gradual change in the décor. 
ii. Trees were put up early because of so much to do in preparing for Christmas. 
iii. There were plenty of people to help. Need better coordination between volunteers setting things up 

and things that need to be done by the maintenance people. 
iv. Crèche was in a good place. 
v. Music reflected the season, but the congregation did not seem to be as familiar with the songs. 
vi. More Mass parts being song and the chanting of petitions help distinguish the season.  
vii. Did you realize it was Advent when you walked in the door? 

1. The first Sunday of Advent there was a stark difference from the previous week. 
viii. Trees were up but not decorated. 



ix. Lighting of the Advent wreath by families was very nice. 
x. Music selections were very reflective of the scripture passages. 
xi. It would be nice to have more greeters. 

B. Christmas 
i. Christmas Eve/Day 

1. In the gym it would be nice if the altar was on a riser. 
2.  A lot of people who are not regular attendees at Mass were present. 
3. The gym looked good the way it was decorated. 
4. Midnight Mass was wonderful. 
5. Crèche needs some work or replaced. Figures are a little beat up. 
6. Need light in the Crèche. Mary and Joseph are in the dark. 
7. Mary Ella wants to re-evaluate some of the carols sung during Christmas 
8. Need to look at some of the lights on the trees. The incandescent lights are starting to go 

bad and need replaced. Incandescent lights are used on the trees in the church and LED in 
the gathering space. 

9. Fr. Riehle suggested having some decorations up until the Presentation of the Lord. It was 
a stark transition into Ordinary time. 

10. The book, “I Thirst”, was distributed the week after Christmas because it is a book tied to 
our parish theme and we wanted to be sure all our parishioners received a copy. 
 

VII. Discernment Update - Paula 
A. Need a volunteer for a WSC witness talk on March 8th at 8:00am Mass 

i. Micheal Truax volunteered to present the witness talk. 
 

VIII. Rick volunteered to be the PC representative for the next two months while Mary is out of town. 
  

IX. Formation – Liturgy documents 
A. WSC Members read sections of the documents. 

 
X. Closing Reflection 

A. As a commission what have we done to bring others closer to Christ?  
i. Looking at our celebrations of the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

 
XI. Closing Prayer - Michael Bolek 

 
XII. Meeting adjourned at 9:04 PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


